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Message from the Secretary 
 
Greetings! We bring you another issue of Road Research- newsletter of the Global Road Traffic 
Injury Research Network. As you will read, colleagues in Nigeria, Thailand and Vietnam have 
been busy. We are also delighted to introduce our board member from India- Professor Gururaj. 
Now, a request; we would like to receive any new publications/papers/articles that you have 
published recently. We would like to start a new section in the newsletter to inform colleagues 
about new and relevant paper. Please send this information to Mariam (mlabinjo@jhsph.edu).  
 
Best wishes for spring! 
 
Adnan A. Hyder (ahyder@jhsph.edu)  
Interim Secretary, RTIN 
 
 
Partner Profile 
 
Dr.Gururaj is Professor and Head of the Department of Epidemiology at 
the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences, Bangalore, 
India. A specialist in injury epidemiology, prevention and control, he has 
vast experience in research and policy issues related to road traffic injury. 
His major contributions have been in the areas of two-wheeler crash 
reduction in several cities in India; development, implementation and 
evaluation of major road safety intervention programs: promoting helmet 
legislation; and capacity development at community levels in prevention 
and control of road traffic injuries. Dr. Gururaj has been working in a 
multi-sector approach in Bangalore to reduce the burden of many types of 
road traffic injuries. He has also worked in different capacities with international organizations 
including WHO, World Bank, Transport Research Laboratory (UK) and UNICEF.  Dr. Gururaj 

Road Research April Vol 4 - 1- 
  

                                                 
1 The RTIRN is a network supported by the Global Forum for Health Research, World Health 
Organization, and the World Bank (through the Global Forum)  
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has been a partner of the RTI Network and joined the board in 2002. He can be contacted at: 
guru@nimhans.kar.nic.in 
 
NEWS 
 
……from Lagos, Nigeria 
 

On the 21st of November 2002, the World Bank Group 
approved a $100million loan to Lagos State, Nigeria for a 
Lagos Urban transport Project. The overall goal of the 
project is to advance the Nigerian Government's capacity to 
manage the transport sector in the Lagos Metropolitan Area 
and to enhance the efficiency of the public transport 
network. The project comprises 5 components which are: 
institutional capacity building for managing and financing 
the transport system of metropolitan Lagos, rehabilitate the 
main public transport road network, finance the preparation 
of a regulatory framework for the private sector provision o
bus services, extend diversity within an integrated urban 
transport system by promoting the use of water transport by 
the private sector, and necessary research to assist in the 

implementation of transport sector policy and strategy and to prepare possible follow-on 
projects. Further information on this project can be obtained from: 

f 

http://www4.worldbank.org/sprojects/Project.asp?pid=P074963 
 
……to Bangkok, Thailand 
 
In collaboration with the (GRSP) Global Road Safety Partnership, the 3rd ASEAN (Association 
of South East Asian Nations) seminar was just concluded in Bangkok between the 17th and 19th 
of March 2003. The Seminar featured opening remarks from the Deputy Prime Minister, Deputy 
Minister for Transport and the World Bank. Highlighted was the need for international support in 
order to curb this growing burden in the Asia region. Also significantly noted was poor data 
quality, with enormous discrepancies between hospital and police statistics.   
 
Some notable initiatives presented at the seminar include: Promoting Motorcycle Helmet Use in 
Vietnam by Asia Injury Prevention Foundation (non-profit organisation in Hanoi), School Road 
Safety Education by Ministry of Education, Thailand, good campaign evaluation practices in 
Malaysia presented by Prof Dr Radin Umar Radin Sohadi, University Putra, innovative traffic 
incident response and emergency rescue services in Thailand, and adaptation of AusRoads Road 
Safety Audit Guidelines for special characteristics of Southeast Asian road use (Malaysia, 
Thailand and others.). The next GRSP ASEAN Seminar will be held in Manilla next March. 
Details will be provided later, so stay tuned! 
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……Vietnam 
 
In Vietnam, the Helmets for kids initiative conducted by the Asia Injury has generated high 
media attention with over two hundred newspaper articles and dozens of TV news programs 
bringing safety to the attention of the public and encouraging progressive government decisions 
on helmet laws and other injury prevention policies. The Helmets for Kids program encourages 
corporate sponsors to provide helmets to individual schools at $8 per child. Asia Injury provides 
an accompanying two-year program of training, education, and monitoring. 
       
By December 2002 the program had distributed 47,000 helmets nationwide. Helmet use and 
accident monitoring data confirm that the program is achieving its original goals and objectives: 
more children wearing helmets; more lives saved; increased awareness about head injury 
prevention; and changing people’s behavior toward helmet use. To date, there have been thirty 
two-recorded accidents of students in the Helmets for Kids program who were involved in traffic 
crashes.  Despite serious injuries, there was no brain damage or fatalities to any of the students. 
Helmet use in participating schools is averaging 75%-90%, a positive sign for the future. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
FIA Grant Application 
 
The FIA Foundation is now accepting applications for funding for the 2003/4 Program Year. 
Eligible to be considered for funding are organizations, public and private, Non-Governmental 
Organizations and other qualifying bodies, working in the public interest within the scope of the 
FIA Foundation's objectives. Applications must be submitted as hard copies to:  
60, Trafalgar Square London 
WC2N 5DS, United Kingdom. 
Successful projects will begin receiving funding in June. 
For further information, visit the website at: http://fiafoundation.com/ or email: 
info@fiafoundation.com 
Tel: 44(0) 207 930 3882 
Fax: 44(0) 207 930 3883 
 
 
Traffic Safety & Injury Prevention Course 2003 
 
Injury Prevention Initiative for Africa (IPIFA) presents: 
Traffic Safety & Injury Prevention Course 2003 
At: The Hotel Equatoria, Kampala, Uganda 
Dates: 16- 19 July 2003 

The course is targeted at traffic safety stakeholders: policy makers, practitioners of road 
safety and traffic injury prevention, police officers, traffic and road planners and engineers, 
behavioral scientists, medical professionals, emergency services and community activists. The 
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main objective of the program is to enable participants plan effective traffic safety programs and 
to improve on whatever programs they already have.  

The trainers for the course are: Prof. Dinesh Mohan, PhD, Coordinator of the Transportation 
Research and Injury Prevention Program at the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, India, and 
Head of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Research and Training in Safety Technology and 
Prof. Geetam Tiwari, professor of the Applied Systems Research Program at the IIT in New 
Delhi.  

Full scholarship for this course is available to competitive applicants by the WHO.  Deadline for 
application is 20th May 2003. To qualify for funding, applications must be submitted by 15th May 
2003. 

Information can be obtained from Dr. Olive Kobusingye at: Injury Control Center, Uganda 
Makerere University, Faculty of Medicine 
P.O.Box 7072, 
Kampala Uganda 
Fax: 256 41 520022 
Tel: 256 41 543438/520023 
Email: olive@imul.com 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Organization Profile: 
 
The Global Forum for Health Research in Geneva has been an ardent supporter of our network 
since its inception. We would like to thank and acknowledge the valuable support from the 
Global Forum. The RTI Network identifies itself with the mission of the Global Forum of 
helping correct the ‘10/90’ gap in health research (less than 10% of global funds for health 
research are for diseases and conditions accounting for 90% of the world’s disease burden). Read 
more about the Global Forum and its mission, as well as our network, at the following website: 
 

www.globalforumhealth.org 
 
 
Questions or comments about the RTIN ? Email: mlabinjo@jhsph.edu   
 

mailto:olive@imul.com
http://www.globalforumhealth.org/
mailto:mlabinjo@jhsph.edu

